Freight Bates

not only the advantages of pride of place could be con-
served but also, the economic prospects of that particular
trade could be developed. Another disadvantage is that
groundnuts are not accepted at owner's risk on this
Railway. If this were allowed then, ipso facto, the rate
would also be lower, thus conferring a boon on the
producer-shipper* Lastly, the South Indian Railway does
not quote schedule rates. It has already been pointed out
that the adoption of the telescopic rates would confer a
great benefit on traders, especially when the commoditj'
shipped is agricultural. Of course, special station-to-
station rates are quoted, but this should in no way prevent
the trading public from having the benefits of schedule
rates. In the case of stations that are not so preferentially
treated by the declaration of station-to-station rates, the
ordinary class rates would apply and even this, we have
observed, are much higher than those in the General
Classification, The small trader who offers his produce for
transport from stations of secondary importance has thus
to bear a very heavy rate.

Station-to-station rates are quoted profusely on this
Eailway. The district of South Arcot in this presidency
is a very important producing centre, so that a number of
rates are quoted from, and to, places in this district. The
most important stations are Cuddalore, which, is a port
town, and Panruti which is of considerable commercial
importance. The following are a few station-to-station
rates in this district.
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